
Kingdom Virtues 
Life in God’s Kingdom (Matthew 5:1-12) 

Introduction 

• Sometimes the truth really is stranger than fiction.  Here’s an example: 
In 2014, a Minnesota woman named Tami May was charged with 15 
counts of filing false tax returns after claiming she & her husband were 
not U.S. citizens but residents of the “Kingdom of Heaven.”   
o It appears that Tami and her husband were members of a religious 

group called “The Embassy of Heaven sovereign citizens,” which 
issues its own passports, driver’s licenses, and license plates. 

o The group is led by a man who calls himself “Pastor Paul Revere,” and 
claims that its followers are not subject to government jurisdiction 
because their allegiance rests only with Jesus Christ. 

• While this story seems odd, it has a ring of Biblical truth to it. 
o In Phil. 3:20, the Apostle Paul wrote, “For our citizenship is in heaven, 

from which also we eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  
o In Matt 4:17, JC boldly said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

• In verse 23 of the same chapter, Matt. summarizes JC’s earthly ministry: 
o JC was going through all Galilee, teaching in the synagogues and 

proclaiming the “gospel of the kingdom.” 
o He was healing all kinds of sickness and large crowds followed him. 

• As you may, each of the 4 Gospel writers have their own perspective and 
purpose in writing. Matthew organized his Gospel around 5 of JC’s most 
powerful sermons or speeches.  The first is what we have come to call the 
Sermon the Mount (SM) and it’s recorded in Matthew 5-7. 
o The Gospel of Matt. is not chronological, it’s topical.  
o The SM is intended to be a sample of JC’s preaching & teaching at that time 
o This sermon contains the good news (the gospel) about God’s kingdom. 

• As we begin a new year, I would like to begin a new sermon series 
on the SM called “Life in God’s Kingdom.”   
o In the coming months, we’ll learn what it means to live in God’s kingdom. 
o Before we dive in, I want to alert you about 3 tensions we find in the text. 

§ There’s tension between present reality and future fulfillment. 
• God’s kingdom clearly came to earth during Christ’s 1st 

coming, but it will not be fully realized until this 2nd coming. 
• God’s kingdom is both “already” and “not yet.” 
• The first & the last kingdom virtues are in the present tense, 

while the middle 6 are in the future tense. 
§ There’s a tension between perception and reality. 

• The virtues that JC lists were exactly opposite of what his 
original audience would have expected to hear. 

• In JC’s day, material blessing was a sign of God’s favor. 
• JC presented a picture of a different kind of life. 

§ There’s a tension between introduction and instruction. 
• JC preached this sermon to his committed followers as well as 

a large crowd of curious people (7:28-29). 
• Jesus was not giving a checklist to get into heaven or to receive a 

blessing from God; He was describing what it takes to be happy 
& flourish under his authority in God’s kingdom. (blessed) 

• It’s instructions for how to live as a disciple in God’s 
kingdom AND an invitation to join that kingdom. 

o The tensions we find in the SM are tensions we experience in real life. 
• Today we’ll look at 5:1-12, which forms the introduction of the sermon. 

o Verses 1-2 explain the setting of the sermon. 
o Verses 3-12 list 8 virtues of a citizen of God’s kingdom. 

§ They could also describe a disciple or follower of JC. 
§ I think the best way is to take these virtues all together, like 

features of a building or facets of a jewel. 
• Join mean in 5:1 as we discover 8 virtues of God’s kingdom. 
 

Body 

I.  Spiritual Poverty (v. 3) 
A.  Happy are those who acknowledge their absolute helpless and 

spiritual bankruptcy apart from JC. 
B.  Spiritual poverty is not the same as financial poverty, but they are related.  

1.  Money is a very convenient counterfeit god; but as JC warns later 
on in the SM, “You can’t serve God and money.” (Matt. 6:24)  

2.  The Christian message has always spread the fastest among 
those who have the fewest possession. 

C.  Author and NYC Pastor, Timothy Keller once wrote about being 
“middle-class in spirit.” By that he, meant, those people who feel they’ve 
earned a certain standing with God through their hard work. They believe 
that the success and the resources they have are primarily due to their 
own industry and energy. This is the opposite of spiritual poverty. 

II.  Perpetual Grief (v. 4) 
A.  Happy are those who are broken over their sin and the sin around them. 
B.  This sorrow coexists with the joy of following Christ. 
C.  The Messiah promised to comfort those who mourn (Isaiah 61:1-3) 
D.  This is similar to the mixture hope and despair that exists in your 

heart when you’ve lost a loved one.  On one hand, you grieve their 
loss. On the other, you rejoice in their healing & anticipate seeing 
them again on someday if there were a believer in Christ. 

III.  Humble Confidence (v. 5) 
A.  Happy are those who don’t assert themselves over others to advance 

their own selfish causes. 
B.  The meek will be blessed beyond their own ability – & inherit the earth. 



C.  One of JC’s many parables is about being invited as a guest to 
wedding.  Instead of picking the seat of honor and being asked to 
move, he urges his listeners to select a seat in the back so they can 
be invited to the seat of honor in due time (Luke 14:7-11) 

IV.  A Longing for Righteousness (v. 6) 
A.  Happy are those who yearn & ache for righteousness. 
B.  The ultimate source of righteousness is God, Himself, and He will 

satisfy those that long for what He has to offer. 
C.  I think it’s important for you to know that I fasted and prayed for 

several days before hearing God’s call to move forward with your 
pastor search team. Fasting is another topic that’s covered in the SM, & 
the key to fasting is hunger - to be so hungry for God and his guidance, 
direction, and intervention that you’ll give up a necessity of life. 

V.  Compassion for the Hurting (v. 7) 
A.  Happy are those who are kind and generous to those who are 

hurting – physically as well as spiritually. 
B.  You will receive compassion as you share it with others. 

VI.  Undivided Devotion to God (v. 8) 
A.  Happy are those who are committed to him, no matter what. 
B.  Undivided devotion springs from the soil of personal holiness. 
C.  JC said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.” (Matt. 22:27) 
VII.  Reconciler of Relationships (v. 9) 

A.  Happy are those who bring wholeness and harmony to their 
“horizontal” relationships. (Our “vertical” relationship is with God) 

B.  Jesus is the “Prince of Peace” & peacemakers are his children. (Is. 9:6-7) 
C.  Long-time General Douglas McArthur is reported to have said, "A 

truce just says you don't shoot for awhile. Peace comes when the truth 
is known, the issue is settled, and the parties embrace each other." 

VIII.  Joy in the Face of Persecution (v. 10-12) 
A.  Happy are those who are rejected and abused for JC’s sake. 
B.  Persecution is directly related to at least 3 factors: 

1.  Evangelistic boldness 
2.  The general spiritual decline of society 
3.  The hatred of Satan for God’s people & God’s kingdom. 

C.  Nik Ripkin & his wife Ruth have worked with persecuted believers in 
Somalia and around the world for 25 years. His book, “The Insanity of God” 
documents the amazing way Christians have responded to persecution 
around the world and asks the pointed question, “Is Jesus worth it?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 

• Today, we have looked at 8 virtues of God’s kingdom. 
• These virtues separate a Christ follower from “the crowd.” 

o Will you “bow you knee” in allegiance to King Jesus? 
o Will you let the HS to empower you to live a kingdom life? 
o Will you identity and develop your kingdom virtues? (Which one?) 

• I wasn’t raised as a Southern Baptist, I’m a Southern Baptist by 
conviction - but that’s not the most important thing about me. The most 
important thing about me is that I’m saved by faith alone in Christ and 
I’m a citizen of God’s kingdom. I want the virtues of the kingdom to 
becoming increasingly evident in my life. 

• I don’t think JC had tax evasion in mind when he announced that the 
kingdom of heaven had come to earth.  Instead, he wanted to his followers to 
treasure their citizenship in God’s kingdom and live everyday in light of the 
blessings it brings. 


