
Our Welcoming God 
Leviticus 19:33-34, Luke 19:1-10, Romans 5:6-11 

Introduction 

• I have enjoyed talking with many of you about your Northside stories – 
what brought you to Northside and what convinced you to stay. One of 
the things that I heard over and over again was that Northside is a warm 
and welcoming church. I’ve experienced that for myself during our 
family’s transition to Indianapolis. Some of you have literally welcomed 
me into your home as I have been traveling back on forth from 
Kentucky. Thank you for being so big-hearted and outward-focused. 

• Being a warm and welcoming church is so important these days. 
o Not just because people are looking for a church family that will 

love and accept them… 
o But as we’ll discover today, being welcoming is part of God’s 

nature. We are to be welcomers because God is a welcomer. 
• Many of you know that we have taken some steps to improve our 

churchwide welcome on Sundays.  
o We have reenergized our greeters at the Welcome Desk & the front doors. 
o We have added a new QR system to make it easier for our guests to 

connect electronically. 
o We will be adding a new monthly Meet-and-Greet time on the 

second Sunday after the service to connect our guest families with 
staff and our small groups. 

• We want to take our hospitality to the next level. 
o Pastor Nate is helping to lead the way in this along with his other 

responsibilities with family ministry and groups. 
o He would be happy to get you plugged into our welcoming ministry 

if you are not already.  
• This morning, I want to take you 3 passages of Scripture (1 in the 

OT and 2 in the NT) that teach that we are to be welcoming people 
because God is a welcoming God. 
o There are a lot of helpful and practical books on this. Gary 

McIntosh’s “Beyond the First Visit” is one of the best. 
o But the Bible is the best place to start, and it teaches us repeatedly, that 

we are to be welcoming people because God is a welcoming God. 
• My goal this morning is simple – to get you to think about the 

atmosphere of our church. 
o Are we as guest-friendly as we can be? 
o What are you doing to make outsiders feel like insiders? 
o The Great Commission depends on it and here’s why… 

 
Body 

I.  GOD COMMANDED HIS PEOPLE TO WELCOME OUTSIDERS 
AS AN EXPRESSION OF HIS NATURE (Lev. 19:33-34). 

A.  In verses 1 & 2, God commanded the sons of Israel to be holy.  Do 
you know why? Because God Himself is holy. 

B.  The rest chapter is a list of the ways God’s people were supposed to 
demonstrate their holiness. 
1.  The list includes instructions for ritual holiness, social holiness, 

ethical holiness, sexual holiness, horticultural holiness, & 
religious holiness.  

2.  Many of the examples, which were recorded as laws, end with the 
phrase, “I am the Lord” or, “I am the Lord your God.” 

C.  Tucked away in verses 33-34, we find a section on dealing with “strangers 
and aliens.” (Sounds like a new sci-fi movie, doesn’t it?) 
1.  It seems that one of the ways God intended for the nation of Israel to 

be different was in the way they treated immigrants - outsiders 
2.  Instead of ignoring them or oppressing them, God’s people were to 

love their newfound neighbor as themselves. 
3.  Why?  B/c at 1 time they had been aliens/strangers in the land of Egypt. 

a.  They went from being welcomed guests in the time of Joseph to 
oppressed slaves in the time of Moses. 

b.  But God stood up, took notice, delivered them from slavery, and 
gave them a new land. 

 

II.  JESUS MODELED THE WELCOMING NATURE OF GOD BY 
ACCEPTING OUTSIDERS (Luke 19:1-10).  
A.  There was a man named Zaccheus who lived in Jericho and we know 3 

things about him (You can sing the song in your head if you like) 
1.  He was a tax collector, which means he wasn’t very popular. 
2.  He was rich, which means he was good at his job. 
3.  He was short which was a problem because he desperately 

wanted to see Jesus as he was traveling through the area. 
B.  So Zaccheus ran ahead of the crowd and climbed a sycamore tree 

with branches low enough that he could reach. 
C.  When Jesus passed by the tree, he took notice of the “pint-sized” tax 

collector and told him to come in so he could stay at Zaccheus’ house. 
D.  When “they” (the scribes and Pharisee that had grumbled about JC 

spending time with tax collectors and sinners just a few chapters earlier 
in Lk 15), saw Jesus, they grumbled – again. (there’s always a “they.”) 

E.  Zacchaeus was so moved by his encounter with JC, his heart was 
transformed, and he announced that he would give half his money to 
the poor and return any money that he had stolen four times over. 

F.  When JC heard this, he made an announcement of his own. 
1.  Zacchaeus had gotten saved. He had acknowledged his sin 

(publically) and put is his faith in JC as his personal Savior. 
2.  JC did not come to earth comfort and affirm the religiously self-

confident, but to seek and save the lost. 
 



III.  WELCOMING OUTSIDERS IS A PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION 
OF GOD’S GRACE (Romans 5:6-11). 
A.  Welcoming outsiders is much more than a business-focused attempt at 

church marketing.  It’s more than a theological exercise.  Welcoming 
outsiders is a practical demonstration of God’s grace  

B.  Notice the radical provisions that God has made to welcome us back 
into a relationship with him. 
1.  While we were helpless, Christ died for the ungodly (v. 6). 
2.  God demonstrated his love for us while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us (v. 8). 
3.  While we were enemies of God, we were reconciled through the 

death of His Son (v. 10). 
C.  When we welcome guests, we model the welcome that God has for 

unbelievers and open the door to the possibility that they will welcome 
Him into their lives. 
1.  We want unbelievers to hear about the gospel in our church & respond. 
2.  We want believers to grow in their faith as mature disciples of Jesus. 
3.  The Great Commission is all about reaching and teaching. 

 
Conclusion 

• These 3 passages repeatedly teach us that we are to be welcoming people 
because God is a welcoming God. 

• How can you help us take our hospitality to the next level?  
o You can respond to God’s grace.  You can’t welcome someone into 

God’s family without being a part of the family yourself. 
• Acknowledge your sin and its consequences 
• Believe that JC is the sinless Son of God who died on the cross for your sins. 
• Confess him as your Savior and tell others how he had changed 

your life. (share your decision?  Baptism?) 
o You can publicly unite with our church as a member. (We are 

forming our next class for April now). 
o Here are 3 more ways to help us become a more welcoming church: 

§ You can invite people that you know to come to church with 
you and take them out for lunch afterward. 

§ You can take the initiative to introduce yourself to people you don’t 
know & then introduce them to someone else (school, part of town) 

§ You can volunteer your time to serve in our newly energized 
welcoming ministry. 

• 3021 E. 71st Street – our church address is not an accident. God has 
planted us here in this community on purpose so that we can be 
witnesses for Him and fulfill the Great Commission. Being a welcoming 
church is an important part of that mission. 

• Someone once said, “Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer 
them space where change can take place.” 


