
God’s Compassion in the Great Storm 
God’s Radical Compassion, Jonah 1:1-16 

Introduction 

• The Bible is full of memorable stories.  If I asked everyone here to name their favorite, 
I’m sure we’d hear about Noah and the Ark, Daniel and the Lion’s Den, & Feeding of 
the 5,000.  I’m sure someone would also mention Jonah & the Great Fish. 

• The story of Jonah is interesting for a few reasons. 
o It’s full of action and larger than life miracles – and they all really 

happened –no CGI enhancements here – this story is true! 
o It’s also full of deep and meaningful insights on God’s relationship with 

humanity & the created world – God controls the storm & the fish. 
• Above all, the story of Jonah is about God’s Radical Compassion. 

o You and I are probably more like Jonah, than we want to admit. 
§ Jonah was a prophet, but he wasn’t a robot – he was a real person. 
§ Jonah was a complex and sometimes inconsistent. 
§ Jonah might have run from God, but he wasn’t a fool.  He was deeply 

troubled by his place in God’s plan.  
o Like Jonah, we live in a world full of people who are somewhere between 

“ignorant of” and “violently opposed to God.” 
§ As we struggle to figure our relationship with God,   
§ It can be hard to figure out how a just, but compassionate, God puts 

up with those who violently oppose Him and abuse His children. 
o In the story of Jonah, we learn that God is a God of radical compassion.  

• Jonah was one of 4 Minor Prophets that ministered sometime during the reign 
of Jeroboam II, king of the 10 northern tribes, who died in 746 B.C. 
o The Minor Prophets are minor in length, but not importance. 
o Combined with the 8 major prophets, they make up “The Book of 12.” 
o Jonah was one of the first prophets who was given a message of judgment 

for one of Israel’s neighboring nations, and the first prophet who was 
expected to deliver that message in person. 

• For the next 4 weeks I’d like to talk about God’s Radical Compassion. 
o Today I’d like to look at ch. 1 & God’s Compassion in the Great Storm. 
o Next week we’ll look at ch. 2 & God’s Compassion in the Great Fish. 
o Then we’ll look at chapter 3 & God’s Compassion in the Great City. 
o We’ll wrap up with ch. 4 & God’s Compassion in the Great Disappointment  

Body 

I.  God called and Jonah rebelled (1:1-3) 
A.  In the OT, God revealed Himself in a variety of ways (dreams, a still 

small voice, a whirlwind, an earthquake, directly) 
B.  We don’t exactly know how, but one day God told Jonah to go the city of 

Nineveh & warn them that they were in line for God’s judgment. 
1.  Nineveh was the chief city of the Assyrian empire and the 

Assyrians were the “baddest of the bad guys” in Jonah’s day. 
2.  The Assyrians took pride in the cruel & inhuman way they treated their enemies. 
3.  The stories of their brutality read like a modern-day horror movie. 

C.  Instead of obeying, Jonah set off in the opposite direction. 
1.  Nineveh was 550 miles northeast of Jerusalem, but Tarshish was 

farthest point west in the Mediterranean world. 
2.  Instead of obeying God, Jonah sank down in his disobedience. 

a.  He went down to Joppa and hired a ship. 
b.  He paid the fare and went down into the ships hull. 

3.  The reason for Jonah’s response isn’t revealed at this point. 
a.  It could have been for his own protection. 
b.  It could have for the sake of his country. 
c.  You’ll have to hold on till the last chapter for Jonah’s reason. 

II.  God sent a storm to redirect Jonah (1:4-6) 
A.  God hurled a great wind upon the sea like an athlete throws a javelin or a 

soldier launches a spear, and that wind spawned a fierce & sudden storm. 
B.  The storm was so intense: 

1.  the ship that Jonah was traveling was “determined” to break apart. 
2.  the sea-faring Phoenician sailors began crying out to their gods 

and throwing cargo overboard. 
C.  While looking for cargo, the captain found Jonah who was sound asleep. 
D.  The captain was shocked by Jonah’s indifference & ordered him to call 

out to his god, just in case his god was concerned about their situation. 
1.  The irony is that Jonah’s God was on the only one who actually cared. 
2.  While the pagan sailors were having a passionate prayer meeting 

on the ships deck, Jonah was fast asleep. 
III.  Jonah admitted his identify and responsibility (1:7-10) 

A.  The sailor decided to cast lots to see who was responsible for the storm 
while the ship was being tossed back & forth by the waves. 
1.  They could have “drawn straws.” 
2.  More than likely they took turns tossing a pair of colored or painted 

stones.  If both stones are “dark” the answer is no.  If one is “light” 
and one is “dark,” roll again.  If both are “light” the answer is yes. 

B.  When the lot fell to Jonah, they peppered him with questions. 
C.  Jonah admitted that he was a Hebrew and that he “feared” the God 

who made the sea and dry land (once again, ironic). 
D.  The sailors become even more terrified as they realize they have unknowingly 

helped someone defy the god “who made the sea & the dry land.” 
IV.  The sailors tried to calm the storm (1:11-14) 

A.  The frightened sailors asked Jonah what they had to do calm the storm. 
B.  The rebellious prophet finally came to his senses momentarily by admitting 

his sin to the sailors and asking them to throw him overboard.  
C.  Instead, the kind-hearted sailors tried in vain to row (dug in) back to shore. 
D.  When that didn’t work, they outshined to prophet and called out to 

God and asked for forgiveness for what they were about to do. 



V.  Jonah sacrificed himself to save the sailors (1:15-16) 
A.  When they threw Jonah into the water, the wind & the waves became silent. 
B.  As Jonah sank to the bottom of the sea, the pagan sailor began to 

revere Jonah’s God and made vows to offer sacrifices in His name. 
C.  I know you want me to read the next verse about the great fish, but I 

can’t – this is a cliffhanger. 
1.  The sailors didn’t know a great fish would rescue Jonah – and  

Jonah didn’t either. 
2.  He hadn’t read that verse yet, and neither can we. 

 
Conclusion 

• We need to stop for now & reflect on God’s radical compassion in the 
great storm. 
o Not only is God concerned about Jonah’s well-being, he is concerned 

about the sailor’s well-being. 
o God is concerned for Jonah in spite of his rebellion. 
o God is concerned for the sailors even though they are ignorant of Him. 
o God cares for both His children and the “outsiders” even when their sin 

puts them in line for his judgment.  
• Through the first chapter of Jonah, we learn that God redirects His rebellious 

children through redemptive discipline. 
o God used a storm to get Jonah’s attention and get him to admit his sin. 
o God uses “storms” of all kinds today to regain the attention of his children. 
o “For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines (Heb. 12:6a)  
o The goal of discipline is always repentance and restoration.  

• We also learn that God reveals his compassion to “outsiders” through His 
command of creation and the (reluctant) testimony of His children. 
o God used the same events to reveal his power and identity. 
o God was even able to use Jonah’s reluctance testimony to  
o Jonah unwittingly pointed to the sailors about truth of the Gospel by 

telling them about God’s creative power. (the 7 “C’s” of History) 
§ They already knew from experience about the corruption of sin (distance 

from), the catastrophe that sin brought into the world (the storm), and the 
confusion that comes from worshiping multiple gods. 

§ If you fast-forward to NT, it tells about God’s Son, Jesus Christ, who 
came to earth to restore all things, the cross that He died on, and the 
ultimate consummation that God has planned for the future. 

• I need to conclude today by asking 2 very pointed questions: 
o Are you “running” from God and His call on your life? 

§ God has a general and a specific call on life of every believer. 
§ Everyone’s called be a part of the Great Commission/Great Commandment. 
§ This general calling is played about in a number of specific ways. 

o Are you far from God, like an “outsider” looking in? 
§ God has gone to great lengths & paid a high price to redeem the dirtiest sinner. 
§ You are never beyond the reach of God’s radical compassion. 


