
Suffering Before Salvation 
Luke 24:13-27 

Introduction 

• Expectations were high in Jerusalem just before the Passover – very high. 
o The people thought Jesus was coming to lead Israel into a new golden age. 
o The religious leaders thought Jesus was headed straight into the 

ambush they had laid out for Him. 
o The disciples thought they would finally be vindicated as followers of Jesus.   

• Luke’s gospel describes the 1st Palm Sunday this way… (read Luke 19:28-38) 
• Oh, what a difference a week can make! The following Sunday, 2 of Christ’s 

disciples were on their way out of the city and they were sad – very sad. 
o Things had not worked out as they had hoped. 
o Jesus had been arrested, humiliated, killed, buried and now one even 

knew where the body was! 
• This Easter we’ve chosen the theme “Here’s Hope” to highlight the 

hope that is possible through God’s resurrected Son, Jesus Christ. 
o Like faith and love, we are all driven to find hope. 
o Also, like faith & love, we often look for hope in the wrong places: 

§ Some people look for hope in a bottle or a pill. 
§ Others look for hope in a person or a thrill. 
§ People look for hope in money, or fame. 
§ Others look for hope in revenge or even pain. 

o Once again, hope is similar to faith. “It’s not the size of your hope, 
but the source of it that matters.” 

• This week and next week, on Easter, we are going to explore the theme 
of hope in Luke 24:13-35. 
o Today, we’ll look at the first half of the road to Emmaus story to 

find out why Jesus Christ had to die in the first place. 
o Next week, we’ll look at the second half of the story to find out how 

you and I can find hope in Jesus Christ. (Read entire passage) 
• The resurrected Jesus met them on their way to Emmaus. 

o He listened to their disappointment and hopeless story. 
o Then he explained why He had to suffer and die. 
o The answer comes directly from Jesus in verse 26: Jesus 

suffered before He saved us to showcase God’s perfect love.  
§ The death, burial, & resurrection of Christ wasn’t 1 of many ways 

God could have saved us, it wasn’t even the best way, it was the 
only way – the only way that was consistent with God’s nature. 

§ It was the wisest, most righteous, & most loving course possible. 
§ Not only did God make a way for us to be saved, but He also did 

it at great personal cost to Himself – He suffered, bled, & died. 
• Today I want to follow along with the disciples to better understand Christ’s 

suffering for us so that we can better understand God’s highest attribute, His love. 

Body 

I.  God’s love can be hard to recognize (24:13-18). 
A.  Two of the larger circle of disciples were headed home after the Passover 

celebration, talking about everything that happened to Jesus. 
B.  Jesus joined them on their journey, but they didn’t recognize Him. (Know) 

1.  This isn’t unusual – it’s the opposite of Jesus’ many miracles to 
restore sight. (Bartimaeus, Luke 18:35-43) 

2.  The restoration of physical sight is usually used as a metaphor 
for the restoration of spiritual sight and understanding. 

C.  The disciples ask Jesus an ironic question: “Are you the only person 
visiting Jerusalem that doesn’t know what happened?” 
1.  The resurrected Jesus was standing in front of them. 
2.  They questioned Him about His own story. 

D.  Maybe you’ve watched a movie in an IMAX theatre. The screen is 6-times 
larger than a normal theatre. It’s so large that it’s hard to take it all in. You can 
become focused on one portion of the action & miss out on the bigger picture. 

II.  God’s love doesn’t operate according to our expectations (7:19-24) 
A.  One of the disciples summarized the “disappointing” turn of events. 

1.  Jesus was a mighty prophet in word and deed. 
2.  The chief priests and rulers delivered him over to be executed 

like an enemy of the state. 
B.  The disciples had hoped that Jesus was the Messiah and that He 

would save the Jews from oppression.  
C.  The disciples had even hoped that Jesus would come back to life on the 

3rd day, but contrary to some reports, He was nowhere to be found. 
D.  If you go to a sit-down restaurant, especially a nice one, you will be offered 

your choice of beverage and your pick of the menu. If you order meat, 
they’ll cook it to your preferences. If you want topping or condiments, the 
server will bring them to you. Jesus came to serve, but not in that way. He 
serves us in the way that’s best and brings the most glory to Himself. 

III.  God’s love is always consistent (24:25-27). 
A.  I imagine that Jesus had a smile on his face when he spoke verses 25 & 26. 

1.  They thought they were educating an ignorant traveler. 
2.  They thought the crucifixion was the end of the story. 

B.  The rhetorical question in verse 26 reveals the truth. 
1.  Jesus had to suffer for our sins in a horrible & unique way. 
2.  He had to be humiliated, then exalted to show how amazing God is. 

C.  This was not a surprise development – it was consistent w/ Scripture 
and also consistent with itself.  

D.  One of the most consistent institutions in America is the USPS. We depend 
on Postal Workers to deliver mail no matter what. That consistency was 
tested recently when eastern KY was hit was a double-ice storm. We went 
an entire week w/o mail delivery, and it made a mess of our families' 



finances. 
 

Conclusion 

• Jesus died for a reason. 
o Negatively, He died to demonstrate the severity of our sin & pay its penalty. 
o Positively, He died to reveal the perfection of God. 

§ God is perfectly wise, perfectly righteous, perfectly holy, and 
perfectly merciful. 

§ His perfect love brings all His other attributes together and 
underlines the lengths to which He was willing to go to redeem 
His precious creation. 

• In a sentence, Jesus suffered before He saved us to showcase God’s 
perfect love.  

• The road to Emmaus was hope-filled, even if the disciples didn't realize 
it yet. 

• Next week we’ll finish this story as we celebrate the hope of Easter. 
• Today, I want to close with 3 takeaways from this biblical truth. 

o God suffered for you so you can claim JC has your prophet, priest, & king. 
§ These 3 familiar roles were woven throughout the storyline of redemption. 
§ The disciples in this story recognized Jesus as a prophet (a 

spokesman for God), but he fulfilled the expectation for all of 
them perfectly. 

§  There is no reason to look beyond JC for your eternal salvation. 
o God has a plan for suffering. 

§ Jesus won the power over sin and death so that sin and death don’t 
have the final word. 

§ God allows suffering to enter our lives for the greater purpose of 
growing us in sanctification and holiness. 

§ Just like with the disciples on the way to Emmaus, you may not be 
able to see His purposes yet, but that doesn’t mean God’s not there. 

o God deserves all our praise and adoration. 
§ Like I said at the beginning, we often look for hope in all the 

wrong places. 
§ The things we think will give us hope can easily become the 

objects of worship. (We think fame will bring us fulfillment, so 
we focus on it and sacrifice all kinds of things to get it) 

§ The wonder of the resurrection story is the wonder of God – His 
perfect love and mercy towards us is worthy of all the worship 
was can muster. 

• Life rarely lives up to our high expectations, there’s a place to find hope 
– you can find hope in what Jesus Christ has done for you! 


