
God’s Supreme Revelation 
Jesus is Greater (Hebrews 1:1-14) 

Introduction 

• In 1992 the advertising campaign was everywhere, and people were 
taking sides. At the Superbowl, Reebok had introduced America to Dan 
O’Brien and Dave Johnson, two decathletes that were expected to 
compete for Olympic gold. One of these guys was going to be crowned 
“The World’s Greatest Athlete” and Reebok made sure they had the 
hype, shoes, and the gear to prove it. The unfolding story of their rivalry 
was punctuated with the promise: “to be settled in Barcelona.” 
Something unexpected happened, however, at the Olympic trials in New 
Orleans – Dan failed to make the team after struggling in the pole vault. 
Dave did make the Olympic team but ended up winning a disappointing 
bronze thanks to a stress fracture in his foot. America wanted to see the 
world’s greatest athlete in action, but their expectations were shattered 
by failure and injury. 

• Sometimes in life, we find greatness & other times we settle for something less. 
• That was one of the tensions in the church in the 2nd half of the 1st century. 

o Some churches, especially around Jerusalem, were made up of 
believers that had lived most of their life as practicing Jews. 

o As persecution and resistance to the gospel grew, they were 
tempted to abandon their faith and lapse back into Judaism 

o The writer of Hebrews took the opportunity to challenge and 
encourage his readers towards something greater. 
§ Jesus is greater than any human leader or previous sacrifice. 
§ Jesus is greater than any pressure or temptation so we must 

hold on to Him. (Key verse Hebrews 4:14) 
• In the first chapter we learn that as God's supreme revelation, Jesus is 

superior to the angels. (Read Hebrews 1:1-14, highlighting v. 1) 
o The 1st century Jews based their theology on the Pentateuch alone. 

§ Angels were frequent characters in the Pent. (Wrestling w/ Jacob) 
§ Angels served as warriors, messengers, and even teachers. 
§ Later Jews believed in as many as 10 levels of angels.  

o Angels are popular again today. 
§ Angels are frequent characters in books, TV shows, & movies. 
§ Angels are acknowledged & embraced by some who reject JC. 
§ Dep. on the mood, Angels can be strong & scary or cute & cuddly. 

• This passage contains 3 ways that JC s superior to the angels (“to which 
of the angels…”). I want you to have a correct understanding of Jesus & 
the angels so that you will not give up on your faith.  

Body 

I.  Jesus has an exclusive relationship with the Heavenly Father (v. 1-5). 

A.  Jesus has an exclusive position. (v. 2b) 
1.  He is the heir of all things according to the law of the universe. 
2.  He is the Creator of all things, unlike the angels (v. 7) 

B.  Jesus has an exclusive impression (v. 3a) 
1.  He radiates with the glory of God. (see Luke 9:28-36) 
2.  He is the visible representation of God's invisible nature. 

C.  Jesus has an exclusive qualification. (v. 3b-4) 
1.  He was sacrificed on a cross to cleanse mankind from sin. 
2.  Christ’s sacrifice did not need to be repeated so He sat down. 

D.  Jesus has an exclusive affection. (v. 5, Ps. 2:7 is the 1st of 7 quotes) 
1.  The Father and Son share a special bond as Father and Son. 
2.  The pronouncements made about JC have never been made to an angel. 

E.  An “exclusive relationship” means there is no one else. The 
Heavenly Father may employ angels for all kinds of purposes, 
but Jesus is His one and only Son. 

II.  Jesus is the eternal king ruling on David’s throne (v. 6-12). 
A.  Psalm 45 is a Psalm dedicated to Israel’s king on his wedding day. 

1.  God promised that David’s dynasty would continue (2 Sam. 7:12-16). 
2.  The writer of Hebrews recognized JC as Israel’s king. 

B.  As the rightful king of Israel, Jesus is dedicated to righteousness. 
C.  The permanence of His rule is seen in the impermanence of creation. 
D.  Israel was never meant to be a nation on to its own. 

1.  Israel was to be a “light to the nations” & an instrument to 
announce salvation “to the ends of the earth” (Is. 49:6) 

2.  As an aside, we should support modern-day Israel as God 
continues to work through His chosen nation. 

III.  Jesus is exalted over all rivals (v. 13-14). 
A.  The 7th and final quotation refers again to the enthronement of Christ in 

the perfect tense meaning it has already happened. 
1.  After Jesus was resurrected, He ascended back to His throne. 
2.  The Father’s announcement makes Christ superior to the 

loyal and disloyal angels. 
a.  The Scriptures tell us that at some point Satan rebelled 

against God and took some angels with him. 
b.  These enemies are inferior to Christ as well.  

B.  The final verse puts angels in their proper place. 
1.  Angels are created to serve God according to His will. 
2.  Angels are created to assist mankind & aid them in salvation. 

C.  Too much of the supernatural storytelling is based on an unbiblical 
struggle between good and evil. God doesn't struggle with evil any more 
than a father struggles while wrestling with his pre-school son. He may 
exert himself at times, but only to showcase his affection & control. 



Conclusion 

• Jesus is greater than anything or anyone. As God’s supreme 
revelation, Jesus is, first of all, superior to the angels. 
o He is superior to the angels because of His exclusive 

relationship with the Heavenly Father. 
o He is superior to the angels because He is the eternal king ruling 

on David’s throne. 
o He is superior to the angels b/c He is exalted over any & all rivals. 

• Like the original audience of Hebrews, you & I are in danger of 
believing the wrong things about Jesus Christ and giving up our faith. 

• Here are 2 applicational principles that I took away from this passage. 
o There is no problem that you can’t solve without JC. 

§ Jesus is God’s full, final, and authoritative revelation. 
§ The written Word of God explains the living Word & vice versa. 
§ Life is full of obstacles, complications, and pressures. Jesus is 

the focal point of God’s Word, so if you’re looking for answers 
in God’s Word you won’t find them without finding JC, in 
other words, Jesus should be part of all of your solutions. 
• If you’re struggling with racism, Jesus made us all in 1 race. 
• If you’re struggling to find the relevance of spiritual things in a 

physical world, Jesus took on human flesh & was glorified. 
• If you’re struggling to find forgiveness, Jesus died for that. 
• If you’re struggling with loneliness, Jesus is a friend of sinners. 

o Don’t ignore angels and don’t obsess over them either.  
o Jesus is more praise-worthy and powerful than the angels. 
o Angels & demons may be impressive, but they all serve a higher power. 

§ Don’t pretend they don’t exist because some things cannot be 
explained without them (Heb 1:14). 

§ Don’t worship them either – in the book of Revelation, an 
angel warned John not to worship him (Rev. 19:10) 

o I’ll be releasing a blog post this week on how we should relate to 
angels since they are mentioned so many times in Hebrews. 

o The bottom line is they point us back to the supremacy of Christ. 
• As God’s supreme revelation, Jesus is superior to the angels. 
• That takes us back to Dan and Dave. Dan O’Brien regrouped and 

went on to win gold in Atlanta in 1996. Dave Johnson won the 
bronze in Barcelona, but he went on to find something greater. He 
became a teacher and a motivational speaker and then an evangelist 
with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. It seems that Dave was 
powered by more than a thirst for athletic competition or fame and 
fortune, Dave was powered for faith in Jesus Christ and he wanted 
the world to know about Him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


