
Strength Through Suffering 
Jesus is Greater (Hebrews 2:9-18) 

Introduction 

• The CSS Shenandoah was one of the fiercest ships in the 
Confederate navy during the Civil War. The ship captured or sank 38 
commercial vessels under the leadership of James Waddell. The 
problem was that 21 of their 38 conquests came after Robert E. Lee 
surrendered and the Confederacy crumbled. Reliable news was hard 
to come by on the open water. The crew of the Shenandoah 
continued to chase Union ships across the Pacific Ocean for up to 6 
months after the war was over. Afraid that they would be hanged as 
pirates, Waddell directed the ship all the way to England before they 
surrendered.  

• Sometimes I feel tension that comes from a similar delay in communication. 
o When I read my Bible, I learn all about Christ’s victory over sin & darkness. 
o But when I look around, I don’t always see that victory in real life. 
o When I reflect on my experience and I see the suffering of my fellow 

believers, I wonder why God is so slow in keeping His promises. 
• The first recipients of Hebrews must have felt like this too. 

o Signs of their suffering and struggle are all over this letter. 
o They had not “resisted to the point of shedding blood,” but we 

get the feeling that they were very close (12:4) 
o They believed in a Savior that had “put all things under His feet,” 

but they couldn’t see that victory yet, & they were suffering (2:8) 
• In Hebrews 2:10-18, we read about the suffering of Jesus Christ and 

strength that He provides through His solidary with mankind. 
o Two weeks ago, Pastor Nate walked us through a reminder to pay 

close attention to King Jesus and His message in Hebrews 2:1-9. 
o Today, I want to tell you about how to find strength through 

suffering, not your suffering, but Christ’s suffering. (Read passage) 
• My thesis for today’s message is as children of God, we are 

strengthened through Christ’s suffering. 
o I hope you’ll have a better understanding of the incarnation. 
o I hope you’ll have a stronger appreciation for the relevance the 

gospel – the death, burial, & resurrection of Christ changes 
everything. (Pray) 

 

Body 

I.  Christ suffered for us (v. 9-13). 
A.  Christ suffered concisely (v. 9). 

1.  The book of Hebrew opens with the bold declaration that JC 
is higher than the angels and any other created being. 

2.  Christ gave up His exalted position, briefly, to suffer as a human. 

3.  This intermediate step was necessary to accomplish God’s 
purposes in salvation. 

4.  The last phrase says that he “sipped death” for everyone. 
B.  Christ suffered to complete His credentials (v. 10). 

1.  JC is perfect in every way, but He needed a new experience 
to blaze the trail from brokenness back to God. 
a.  He brought together humanity & divinity in his own person. 
b.  He was anointed as the greater high priest. 

2.  Hebrews 12:1-2 explains how JC charged past all the OT heroes of 
the faith on order to accomplish something they could not.  

3.  Jesus blazed the trail leading “many sons & daughters” to glory. 
C.  Christ suffered to clarify His connection with humanity (v. 11-13). 

1.  “He who sanctifies” is Christ, and “those who are sanctified” 
are you and me – both parties are related to the HF. 
a.  Christ is related the HF through His divine sonship. 
b.  We are related to the HF as creations made in His image. 

2.  The OT quotations confirm that God is pro-family (Ps. 22, Is. 8. 
3.  A friend of a friend is your friend: we’re related through the incarnation. 

II.  We can find strength in Him (v. 14-18). 
A.  We can find strength in the Devil’s defeat (v. 14). 

1.  The Devil doesn’t have direct power over death – there is no 
grim reaper. He has power in the sense that he introduced sin, 
rebellion, & death into the world & now the world is broken. 

2.  If you went down to the Indy Zoo & let Enzi the African lion out 
of his enclosure, he would terrorize the zoo. In a sense you would 
be in control of the situation, but u wouldn’t be in control of Enzi. 

3.  Now imagine that Enzi’s trainer steps onto the scene. Enzi is 
still a very dangerous wild animal, but his trainer would 
probably be able to put the lion back in his encloser. 

4.  Jesus has the courage & credentials to put Satan’s lion (sin & 
death) back in its cage so that we don’t have to be afraid anymore. 

B.  We can find strength in the downfall of fear (v. 15-16). 
1.  If death has been defeated, there’s no reason to fear it. 
2.  Jesus defeated death so that we can be freed from the slavery of fear. 

(How many of our fears can be traced back to the fear of death?) 
3.  A further distinction – Christ help humans, not angels. 

C.  We can find strength in the dependability of Christ (v. 17-18). 
1.  “Merciful” means He understands our struggles. 
2.  “Faithful” means He will do what it takes to help. 
3.  “Propitiation” is the passive voice means He was the as well 

as the “sacrifice” as well as the sacrifice. 
4.  Christ knows what it means to be tempted, but not to sin. 



Conclusion 

• We live in the tension between the already and the not yet. 
o Jesus Christ has won the victory over sin and death and bridged 

the gap between heaven and earth. 
o We may wonder why God is waiting so long to make good on 

my promises – and the answer is grace. 
o God is graciously extending an invitation for all to come to 

repentance and faith (2 Peter 3:9). 
o God is equipping his children in every good thing to do His will 

(Heb. 31:21) 
• In this passage we learn that as children of God, we are 

strengthened through Christ’s suffering so how to do we access 
that strength? 
o Don’t give into fear. 

§ The pandemic has taught us many things, including how fearful our 
society has become. How many policies, experiences, & situations 
were driven by fear? And how many people have let the fear of 
sickness and death become the driving force in their lives? 

§ When you are tempted to give into fear, review the true news 
from the Scripture. Jesus experienced the worst this life has 
to offer and yet, He came out on the other side unharmed, 
and you can too if you will follow Him by faith. 

§ Fear is the opposite of faith. You can’t grow your faith if you 
are held captive my fear. 

o Lean on Christ to overcome temptation. 
§ Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection prove that God’s is no 

longer angry over your sin, and He has forgiven you. 
§ Christ’s incarnation means that He stands with you has you 

face temptation. 
§ Christ’s glorification mean that He has won the victory that 

you need to overcome temptation.  
§ We are defeated by temptation most often, when we are 

disconnected from others, & disillusioned about God’s plan. 
• I would like to amend an old saying to summarize my main point and 

conclude this message. Instead of, “no pain, no gain,” we are talking 
about “His pain, our gain.” Christ struggled and suffered as a human 
being so that He could become our sinless sacrifice. He suffered so 
that we could find strength in our time of need. He shares His 
strength with all who will come to Him by faith. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


