
What Does a Godly Dad Do? 
Genesis 6-8 

Introduction 

• A teenage boy had just gotten his driving permit. He asked his father 
if they could discuss his use of the family car.  
o His father said, "I'll make a deal with you. You bring your grades up, 

study the Bible a little, get your hair cut, then we'll talk about it."  
o After about a month, the boy came back and again asked his 

father if they could talk about using the car. This time the father 
said, "Son, I've been very proud of you. You have brought your 
grades up, you've studied the Bible diligently, but you didn't get 
your hair cut." The young man replied, "You know, Dad, I've 
been thinking about that. Samson had long hair, Moses had long 
hair, Noah had long hair, and even Jesus had long hair.”  "Yes," 
his father said, “And everywhere they went…they walked." 

• We want to honor and encourage fathers today.   
• There are a number of notable human dads in the Bible, not to mention the HF. 
• Today I want us to learn from one father in particular – Noah (Gen. 6:8) 
• In Gen. 6, we see how quickly the world slid into chaos after A & E sinned. 

o It was only 10 generations from Adam to Noah, when things got so 
bad that God decided to judge everyone and start over. (6:5-7) 

o This was the scene when “Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” 
• In Genesis 6:9 we are introduced to Noah and his part in the Genesis story. 

o Noah is described 3 ways: 
§ He “was a righteous man” – he had right relationship w/ God. 
§ He was “blameless” meaning he had a right heart (integrity) 
§ He “walked with God” meaning he was from the right family. 

• He took after Abel, Seth, & Enoch (who walked w/ God) 
• Not Cain & Lamech who were both vengeful men. 

o In a word, he was godly man in a dark and difficult time. 
o He was also a father to 3 grown sons: Shem, Ham, & Japheth. 

§ Noah’s status as a father is not an incidental detail   
§ God worked through Noah’s children to repopulate the earth. 

• Usually, we focus on Noah’s flood, the ark, & the rainbow of God’s promise. 
• But today I want to focus on Noah as a godly dad.  As we look Genesis 6-8, 

we learn three things that godly dads do in times of difficulty.    
 
Body 

I.  A GODLY DAD OBEYS GOD (6:13-16, 22) 
A.  God told Noah to build a boat. 

1.  This wasn’t just any boat; this was an ark. 

2.  The ark was built with gopher wood, 3 decks high, to house Noah, his 
family, and 2 of every kind of animal on earth. (450 tractor-trailers). 

B.  Noah did all that God had commanded him. 
1.  He believed God, when God said He was sending a horrible flood. 
2.  He dropped everything so that he could obey God’s command. 

a.  Noah’s obedience put him in conflict w/ the culture around him. 
b.  Noah’s obedience would have included his family (himself?) 

C.  Here are 2 ways godly dads still obey God today. 
a.  Godly dads pursue a relationship w/ God & model it in their home. 

i. That includes studying to God’s Word & putting it to practice. 
ii. And not just when it’s easy or expected. 
iii. My prayer for my family has become lead me, care for me, 

teach me so that I can lead, care for, and teach others. 
b.  Godly Dads encourage and expect godliness in their home. 

i. Dads (& moms) can’t make their kids trust JC, but they can “set 
the temperature” in their home & have godly expectations. 

ii. One of our family rules is that no one touches the 
thermostat except for mom & dad. We are the only ones 
who know that consistency is key. You’ll never get things 
to comfortable temp if are always moving the temperature. 

iii. Joshua said is best when he said, “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” (Josh, 24:15) 

II.  A GODLY DAD PROTECTS HIS FAMILY (7:1-5) 
A.  When the ark was finished, God told Noah to put his family inside. 

1.  God designed a way to protect every kind of animal He made. 
2.  God also designed a way for Noah to save His family. 

B.  Once again, Noah did all that God commanded him. 
1.  He believed God, when He said he was sending a horrible flood. 
2.  He dropped everything so that he could obey God’s command. 

C.  Here are 2 ways godly dads protect their families today 
1.  Godly dads protect their families from physical harm. 

a.  Fatherly protection usually comes in the form of 
prevention - small gestures and instructions to “be safe.” 

b.  In 2008, an Australian father took protection to heroic levels. Andrew 
Leitch was walking past a shop w/ his elderly parents in Suburban 
Sydney when an out-of-control car smashed head-on into the storefront 
at nearly 45 MPH pinning him again the stores shattered window. 
Instinctively, Mr. Leitch scooped up his baby son & positioned himself 
to take the full impact of the vehicle.  Even though his legs were 
crushed, he held on to his son through the entire experience.   

2.  Godly dads protect their families from harmful influences. 



a.  There is no shortage of harmful influences in today’s 
world.  Godly dads do their best to protect their families 
from bullies, drugs, pornography, and even poverty. 

b.  It rarely easy – but it the good and godly thing to do. 
c.  British politician Edmund Burke said, “All that is necessary 

for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing.” 
III.  A GODLY DAD LEADS HIS FAMILY IN WORSHIP (8:20-22) 

A.  Once the flood subsisted, Noah built an altar & worshipped God. 
1.  This was common even before the Jewish tabernacle or temple. 
2.  Noah knew that he owned his family’s life to the graciousness of 

God so he offered a sacrifice to say, “thank you.” 
B.  God responded to Noah’s worship by promising never again to 

destroy the earth with a flood (9:8-17) 
C.  Here are 2 ways godly Dad’s lead their family in worship today. 

1.  Godly dads find ways for their family to worship together.  
a.  Some families have a full-blown worship time, others read a 

devotion or Scripture together after a meal or at bedtime. 
b.  The wonder of nature and disappointments in in life also 

provide wonderful “teachable moments.”  
c.  If you only talk about God at church and when you bless 

our food, there is something wrong. 
2.  Godly dads take their families to church. 

a.  I know this sounds self-serving, but it’s not meant to be. 
i. We weren’t meant to live life alone – even God has 

the community of the Trinity – Father, Son, HS. 
ii. We all need the instruction, fellowship, & 

accountability that is only found in the church. 
b.  Godly fathers make spiritual development at top priority. 

 
Conclusion 

• Noah was a godly dad that lived in a difficult time. (Repeat points) 
• Some dads are known for buck trends & doing their own thing. 

o They ignore fashion trends and wear what they want when they 
want “because it comfortable.”  Dad jeans, socks with sandals?  

o I want to applaud father’s everywhere for having the strength to 
do what’s right – no matter other’s think. 

• Like in Noah’s day, things are likely to get worse before they get better. 
o Those who have given their heart to God don’t have to fear God’s 

judgement.  Instead, they should pray for the strength to be faithful. 
o In the meantime, let’s be thankful for the earthly dads in our 

lives who are godly enough to do the right kinds of things. 
o Dads – make sure you are trusting in God so that you can lead 

and protect your family well. 


