
The Gap in Our Understanding 
Jesus is Greater (Hebrews 3:7-19) 

Introduction 

• Fill this one under should have paid attention - on July 17, 2018, in Menasha, 
WI (just south of Green Bay), police say a bicyclist weaved past the red flashing 
lights and barriers blocking access to a drawbridge over the Fox River. 
Apparently, the 37-year-old woman didn't notice that the bridge was already 
cranking into action when she disappeared into a gap between the sections. 
Immediately, onlookers rush to her aid and the bridge operator stalled the bridge 
until the woman and her bicycle was extracted. A spokesperson for a nearby 
hospital said she only sustained minor facial injuries. 

• When we are out of touch with our surroundings or distracted, we 
can fall into all kinds of dangerous situations. 

• We have already talked about the fact that one of the reasons for the book 
of Hebrews is to warn believers about some dangerous spiritual situations. 

• Last week we talked about God’s preservation and our perseverance 
in the faith from a positive perceptive. 

• This week, we’ll look at the same problem from the negative side of things. 
o In the 2nd half of ch. 3, the writer of Hebrews goes back to the 

Exodus journey of the Israelites to highlight another story of 
rebellion. (Read Heb. 3:7-11) 

o These verses are a direct quote of Ps. 95:7b-11, describing 
Israel’s rebellion at the edge of the Promised Land. 

o They point out a perpetual problem among God’s people – a gap 
between their understanding and obedience. 

o Let me read the rest of the passage to explain. (Read Heb. 3:12-19) 
• Like the Israelites in the OT, and early Christian in the NT, we can 

develop a gap in our understanding of salvation – a gap between 
trusting God to rescue us from sin and resting in His grace. 

• The point of this passage is to avoid this gap at all costs. 
o This morning I want to explore the nature of this gap before 

recommending 3 ways to avoid it. 
o I want to do everything in my power to keep any of you from 

falling into this gap and destroying your faith. 
 

Body 

I.  The Gap is Perpetual (v. 7-11, 16-19). 
A.  Every generation has an opportunity to respond to God’s voice – or not. 
B.  The Israelites got stuck in the wilderness between slavery in Egypt & 

freedom in the Promised Land (“Don’t Get Stuck in the Wilderness”) 
1.  They hardened their hearts just like Pharaoh. 
2.  They doubted God after watching His nature & works for years. 
3.  They fell short of The Promised Land and God’s rest. 

C.  God’s rescue and His rest were never intended to separate. 
1.  God rescued the Israelites so they could enjoy the blessings of the 

Promised Land, not wander around the wilderness. 
2.  God rescues believers from the consequences of sin so they can 

enjoy the blessings of His leadership in their life and the joys of 
heaven, not to wander around doing their own thing. 

3.  For us, resting in God’s grace means enjoying His leadership in our 
lives communicated through Holy Scripture and anticipating an even 
greater rest from our struggles and ministry someday in heaven. 

D.  Generation Z is made up of young people born between the late 
nineties and the early 2010s. The oldest members of this generation 
are in their early 20's making the same decisions the rest of us did at 
that age: Education? Career? Marriage? Location? Every generation 
& every person must answer these questions for themselves just like 
they must decide what they will do with God & His Word. 

II.  The Gap Can Be Prevented (v. 12-14). 
A.  The book of Hebrews is written as one big sermon. 

1.  The first 10 chapters develop some lofty theology about the 
supremacy of Christ and the last 4 chapters develop some 
strategic applications of that theology.  

2.  Occasionally, the "preacher" of Hebrews sprinkles some 
takeaways right in the text (see v. 12-14) 
a.  Pay attention to your heart. 

i. We are not talking about the organ the pumps blood 
throughout your body, but the center of all your 
thoughts, feelings, decision, and understanding. 

ii. The human heart is like a stringed instrument – it 
must be tuned otherwise it will go off-key. 

iii. You must tune & return your heart through the twin 
spiritual disciplines of Bible study and prayer. 

b.  Push one another towards faithfulness. 
i. One of the reasons we cooperate in the church & as a 

denomination is so that we can encourage one another. 
ii. We must be alert because sin is misleading & deceptive. 
iii. Lone-ranger faith is a myth, not a reality.  

c.  Persist in your confession of faith. 
i. Your confession and convictions are the most 

important thing about you! 
ii. Baptism is like a picture of your initial profession of 

faith. It is the starting line of your relationship with 
Christ, not the finish line.  

 

 



Conclusion 

• In summary - Don’t fall into the gap between trusting God to 
rescue you from sin and resting in His grace. 
o This summer we had an appearance from the 17-year cicada. 

You may have been overwhelmed at your house by the sights 
and the sounds of these mysterious creatures. While we know 
what they do during their short lifespan above ground and their 
long stay underground, we don’t know why they emerge every 
17 years. Scientists speculate that they have a biological 
mechanism that alerts them to the changing of the seasons, but 
why 17 instead of 16 or 18? It’s still a mystery. 

o In more series terms, why would someone trust JC to pay the 
penalty for their sins and establish a personal relationship with God, 
but not trust to see them through time persecution or struggle? 
§ That’s the gap between having faith in the past and having 

faith in the present. 
§ That’s the gap between trusting in Christ as your Savior and 

trusting in Him as your Lord and Sovereign King. 
§ That’s the gap between knowing about God & obeying God. 

• How do you overcome that gap? 
• Lean into your relationship w/ God by paying attention to your heart. 
• Learn in to your relationship with other believers by pushing one 

another towards faithfulness. 
• And by persisting in your confession of faith. 

• The Exodus from Egypt is a cautionary tale, but it’s also a story of 
God’s grace. God knew that Israel would rebel against Him, but he 
rescued them from slavery and anyway. God knew that Israel would 
struggle to take the Promised Land, but He made the promise 
anyway. God was preparing us from a greater expression of His 
grace through a greater Savior, His Son Jesus Christ. 

• This is an information-based sermon, but understanding alone won’t 
help you overcome the gap. To do that, you must make a conscious 
decision to act on your understanding. In other words, you must rest 
in what you know to be true about God has His plan for you. 


