
A Greater Priest 
Jesus is Greater (Hebrews 7:1-28) 

Introduction 

• Some of the most familiar symbols for algebra students are the 
“greater than” & “less than.” I don’t know how you learned about 
them, but I learned they were like alligator mouths. Alligators like to 
eat the greatest lunch, so the open endpoints to the bigger number & 
the pointed endpoints to the small number in the equation. 

• The book of Hebrews follows this same logic to exalt Jesus Christ and 
the salvation He brought to us through His death, burial, & resurrection. 
o Many of the century believers around Jerusalem, had lived most 

of their life practicing Judaism. 
o Judaism was God’s idea (It was based on the Mosaic Law), but over 

time it deteriorated into a works-based religion. 
o Judaism wasn’t meant to last forever; it was just the first phase in God’s 

unfolding of redemption (You can’t have an OT unless you have a NT) 
• In Matthew 5:17, Jesus was very careful that He did not come to abolish or 

erase Judaism, but to fulfill the Mosaic Law and then to share His 
righteousness with those who cannot earn righteousness on their own. 

• That’s why the writer of Hebrews uses the “greater than” and “less than” 
symbols all over this book, especially this chapter (He uses “great,” 
“greater,” “better,” and “more” 5 times) 

• One of the things that makes Jesus superior, better, and greater is His status 
as a high priest of the new covenant.  
o As we talked about 2 weeks ago, the high priest is a key figure in God’s 

plan because the high priest is a representative – our representative.  
o In Hebrews 7, we learn that Jesus is a greater priest so He can 

provide a greater salvation.  
• If you need to be saved, you won't don't want "ok" salvation, you want the 

best salvation you can get. A couple of years ago, AT&T unveiled an ad 
campaign with the slogan, "just ok is not ok. It featured a car mechanic, tattoo 
artist, chef, and babysitter who didn't inspire confidence. My favorite ad opens 
in a hospital room with a caring wife asking, "Have you ever worked with Dr. 
Francise?” Just then, Dr. Francise walks down the hall shouting, “Guess who 
just go reinstated?!” Walking into the room, he asks the patient, “Are you 
nervous?” Instead of comforting the patient and his wife with a description of 
his expertise, he says, “Yeah, me too – but we’ll figure it out.”  

• It’s heartbreaking when people settle for “ok” salvation – especially 
because “ok” salvation really isn’t really salvation at all. 

 

Body 

I.  Jesus comes from a greater line of priests (7:1-10). 
A.  These verses are based on an encounter in Gen. 14:17-24. 

1.  Abraham’s nephew, Lot, was kidnaped by a coalition of 
kings who captured Sodom and Gomorrah. 

2.  Abraham took some men from his house and rescued Lot. 
3.  Afterward, Abraham met a mysterious figure named Melchizedek.  

B.  Melchizedek was a priest and king in Salem. 
1.  He came out of nowhere, with no genealogy & no decedents. 
2.  He met Abraham and blessed him. 
3.  In return, Abraham gave him a tithe (tenth) of everything he got 

during his victory. (the lesser gives a tithe to the greater) 
C.  The Israelites descended from Abraham, so in a sense, the entire Levite 

priesthood paid a tithe & acknowledge the superiority of Melchizedek (v. 9) 
D.  Jesus comes from a better line of priests, He comes from a greater 

family of priests, He comes from superior stock which allowed Him 
to accomplish something no one else could do. 

E.  We went to the IN State Fair a couple of Sundays ago and saw the prize 
animals. As you may know, one of the biggest factors in determining the 
value of an animal is its bloodline. A better ancestry produces better results. 

II.  Jesus provides a greater salvation (7:11-28). 
A.  Jesus provides a greater salvation through greater personnel (v. 11-14). 

1.  The Levitical priesthood couldn’t provide ultimate salvation 
because the Law couldn’t provide ultimate salvation – there was 
always something more to do. (proof that you can’t save yourself) 

2.  A different plan requires different people to execute that plan.  
B.  Jesus provides a greater salvation through greater perseverance  (v. 15-19). 

1.  The Levites pass on the priesthood from generation to generation, 
but Jesus accomplished salvation for all once & or all. 

2.  It was accomplished once and for all so that it can last once & for all. 
3.  There is an ongoing debate among Christians over whether or 

not someone can lose their salvation.  
a.  The longevity/perseverance of JC convinces me.  
b.  If JC is my perpetual high priest, how could I ever fall away? 

C.  Jesus provides a greater salvation through greater promise (v. 20-22). 
1.  Christ’s tenure as high priest is back by an oath from the HF. 
2.  It’s not within God’s nature to lie, so Christ’s 

accomplishments are secure for eternity. 
D.  Jesus provides a greater salvation through greater proximity (v. 23-25). 

1.  Salvation is about the absolution of sin and access to God. 
2.  Those who draw near to Christ are also to draw near to God. 
3.  Every president has had children except James Madison & James 

K. Polk, some of them were even young enough to live in the 
White House. Not only did these children have access to the most 
powerful man in the world, but they also had access to their dad. 



Conclusion 

• The last 3 verses summarize the whole chapter and reinforce the main point: 
Jesus is a greater priest so He can provide a greater salvation.  
o His connection to Melchizedek allows Him to be greater. 
o The salvation He offers is greater is in several important ways. 

• Jesus told a parable once that captures the significance of this chapter 
and this truth (Matt. 13:45-46) 
o He described the kingdom of heaven like a dedicated merchant 

looking for fine pearls to buy and resale for a profit. 
o One day the merchant came across a pearl like no other – a pearl 

of great price.  
o He wanted the pearl very much but he couldn’t accord it with the 

money he had on hand. 
o So, he sold everything he had and purchased the pearl for himself. 

• We have a great salvation made possible through Christ, but at times 
you wouldn't know it.  

• Let me close with 2 simple thoughts about the relevance of this truth. 
o If what you have in Christ isn’t worth more than everything else 

in your life, you need to keep looking. 
o If your salvation is great, then you have an even greater Savior in 

Jesus Christ. 
• These 2 thoughts are aimed primarily at those who already believe, 

but I want to challenge you to respond if you've never believed in 
Jesus Christ as well. 
o The brokenness in our world and the brokenness in your heart prove 

that you need a Savior. 
o You’ll never find a superior, better, or a greater Savior than Jesus Christ. 


