
A Higher Tabernacle 
Jesus is Greater (Hebrews 8:1-13) 

Introduction 

• According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, a “tabernacle” is:  
o A house of worship, specifically a large building or tent used for 

evangelistic services 
o A receptacle for the consecrated elements of the Eucharist. 
o A tent sanctuary used by the Israelites during the Exodus 

• Tabernacle isn’t a word we use that often, but it’s 1 of 3 things most closely 
associated with the OT priesthood: covenants, sacrifices, & tabernacles. 

• Those 3 subjects dominate the pages of Hebrews 8, 9, and 10, as the 
writer describes Christ’s greater priesthood. 

• Today we will be focusing on chapter 8 where we learn about the 
impact of Christ’s ministry and service in the tabernacle. 
o God met with Moses on Mount Sinai right after the Israelites left 

Egypt for the Promised Land. 
o God gave Moses the rules that would govern His relationship 

with the Israelites (the 10 Commandments & the Law). 
o AND He gave Moses instructions for how to construct and 

arrange a mobile place of worship – a tabernacle.  
§ Many people have given up their Bible reading goals in 

Exodus as Moses recorded the incredible details that went 
into the construction of tabernacle. 

§ Maybe you’ve read those details yourself and wondered, like 
me, where they came from and why they matter so much? 

§ In verse 5, we have an answer – the earthly tabernacle was made as a 
replica, or copy, of a tabernacle that exists in heaven! (Read passage) 

• Jesus served in a higher tabernacle so that you can enjoy a 
lifechanging relationship with God – this is the central idea that I 
want you to understand and take with you today.  
o The purpose of today’s message is twofold: 

§ First, I want to fill in few details about what heaven is like. 
§ Second, I want to fill in a few details about what a 

relationship with God is like. 
o My aim is to help all of us appreciate how Jesus is greater than everything. 

 

Body 

I.  Jesus served in the higher tabernacle in heaven (v. 1-6). 
A.  A high priest is appointed to serve God & the people in the tabernacle. 

1.  The OT priests offered gifts and sacrifices in the earthly 
tabernacle and later the temple. 

2.  Jesus offered himself as a sacrifice in the tabernacle in heaven. 
3.  The heavenly tabernacle was the basis for the tabernacle on earth. 

4.  The BMW headquarters building was built in 1972. The 
tower portion of the building is made to resemble the 
cylinders of the BMW inline 4 cylinder – the engine that put 
BMW on the map. In a similar way, the earthly tabernacle 
was made to represent the heavenly one.  

B.  A high priest served as the mediator of the covenant relationship 
between the people and the all-might. 
1.  The Mosaic Covenant was based on certain set of promises – 

it was a relationship in written form. 
2.  Jesus became a better mediator of a better covenant. 

 
II.  Jesus served so that you can enjoy a lifechanging relationship 

with God (v. 7 -13). 
A.  The first covenant was faulty because it was based on faulty 

promises – the faithfulness of God’s people. (Grumble, disobey) 
B.  The new covenant is based on lifechange (5 changes, Jer. 31:31-35) 

1.  “I will put my law into their minds.” (internalized) 
2.  “I will write them on their hearts” 
3.  “I will be their God & they will be my people” 

(personalized) 
4.  “I will be merciful to their iniquities” (sanitized) 
5.  “I will remember theirs sins not more” 

C.  The new covenant is better because it’s based on God’s faithfulness. 
D.  Every time they come out with a new model of cell phone the 

old model become obsolete. Not right away, but in time it’s no 
longer “the new thing” Eventually it becomes outdated, & 
unsupported, unusable. When the new covenant came, the old 
covenant began to pass away. 

 

Conclusion 

• Jesus stepped into the world of covenants, sacrifices, & tabernacles so 
that He could provide a better way back to God. 
o We all start life separated from God b/c of our sin and the trick is to 

find our way back to Him. 
o Jesus did that by serving in the higher tabernacle in heaven so that 

we can enjoy a lifechanging relationship with God. 
• Heaven and earth are connected.  

o What Jesus did in heaven had an eternal impact on earth. 
o What we do on earth has an eternal impact in heaven. 
o Jesus became a better mediator of a better covenant relationship, 

and you can be a part if you’ll just believe it and receive it.  
o You’ll know when you have it because it will change your life.  

• Let me close with powerful words of Hebrew 9:11-12 


