
Press On 
Jesus is Greater (Hebrews 5:11-6:20) 

Introduction 

• There’s a difference between “can’t” and “won’t” 
o When somebody "can't" do something, it's because he or she 

lacks the skill to accomplish a task. 
o When somebody "won't" do something, it's because he or she 

lacks the will to get something done. 
• Two summers ago, our family went to Scioto Hill Christian Camp in 

Wheelersburg, OH for family camp. Both Saran & Gavin have served on 
summer staff there. The camp director describes family camp as “vacation 
with a purpose.” There’s Bible teaching times, adventure activities, and 
lots of family time together. One of the activities is a giant zipline from 
the top of a large hill down to the other end of the sports field. The biggest 
challenge is that the launching platform is another 40 or 50 feet in the air 
and you have to climb a telephone pole with handholds & footholds to get 
there. The staff has all kinds of safety equip and protocols so the question 
comes down to either, "I can't" or "I won't." Everyone in our family was 
allowed to do the zipline (except Sarah & Mairi) so I was super proud of 
them. It was a big challenge, but it was very fun.  

• Sometimes in life, we say, “I can’t” when we really mean, “I won’t.” 
o This happens in a variety of difficult situations, but it can also 

happen in our relationship with God. 
o We can develop & grow to a place in our faith where we must 

take action or take a stand –  either we do or we make excuses. 
• That was one of the faults of the recipients of the book of Hebrews. 

o We already mentioned the “warning passages” in Hebrews. 
o Hebrews 5:11-6:20 is the third of five such passages. 
o The author seems to be concerned about a lack of follow-through 

among his “congregation.” 
§ It’s not that they haven’t been taught or they haven’t had 

enough time to learn. 
§ It’s that they have regressed and backslidden in their faith to the 

point that they are spiritually hard of hearing.” (Read 5:11-6:12) 
• These verses combine correction w/ encouragement to remind us that we 

can put our faith into practice because of God’s faithfulness towards us. 
o To put it more personally: you can put your faith into 

practice because God is faithful. 
o I’m concerned about several groups of people this morning. 

§ Those who made a profession of faith at an early age and 
who have had very little to do with the Lord since then. 

§ Those who grown in their faith and maybe even become leaders 
in the church, but who got burned out, kicked out or hurt. 

§ Those who’ve heard the claims of Christ, but never responded.  
• You can put your faith into practice & here’s why it’s so important.  
 

Body 

I.  Sluggishness is a Problem (5:11-16). 
A.  The writer is about to explain how Jesus served as a priest in the 

line of an ancient priest named Melchizedek. 
1.  This doctrine is key to JC's better priesthood & better ministry. 
2.  The writer suspects that his audience can’t handle this doctrine.  

B.  They had become spiritually unresponsive to the point that they 
were regressing in maturity. 
1.  These were believers who had served others in Christ’s name 

and had even been persecuted for identification w/ JC (12:4) 
2.  The sarcastic rebuke in vs. 12-13 was meant to warn them that 

they were acting like children when they were really adults. 
C.  Raising children is incredibly rewarding, but it's also exhausting. 

Kids so need it! They need to be fed, they needed to be dressed, 
& taken care of. But that's ok because they grow up and learn to 
do those things for themselves. The headache is when healthy 
adults act like children – that's a big problem. 

II.  Shrinking Back is Not an Option (6:1-8). 
A.  The writer of Hebrews doesn’t explain the fundamentals of the faith 

again because the problem isn’t knowledge, it’s follow-through.   
B.  The spiritually unresponsive are in a dangerous place because 

it’s impossible to repeat salvation. 
1.  They were never saved in the first place. 
2.  Or they needed to show the life-change that results from 

salvation, but they couldn’t waffle in between any longer.  
C.  Verses 7 & 8 reminds us of Christ’s parable of the soils (Matt. 13:1-23) 

1.  Some seeds fell on good soil and produced various amounts of yield. 
2.  Other seeds fell o the road, & rocky/thorny soil & produced nothing. 

D.  Jesus died and rose again once for all – it cannot be repeated. 
III.  Salvation Comes by Faith (6:9-12) 

A.  Our definition of faith comes from Heb. 11:1: “Faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for & the conviction of things unseen.” 
1.  The author writes in faith that his reader will respond appropriately. 
2.  The author reminds them of their own faith in Jesus Christ. 

B.  In the early morning hours of June 24, a 12-story beachfront condo in 
the Miami suburb of Surfside, FL collapsed killing almost 100 people 
and injuring dozens more. Survivors of the worst non-hurricane-related 
disaster in FL's history described the collapse as terrifying & sudden. 



But in the wake of the tragedy, stories began to circulate about a dire 
warning that had been delivered earlier that year. The president of the 
homeowner’s association sent a letter to the residents warning them 
that concrete damage that had been discovered by an earlier inspection 
had “gotten significantly worse” and would continue to do so if not 
addressed. We are all left to wonder how things would have been 
different if this warning would have been heeded. 

IV.  Strength Comes from God and His Nature (6:13-20). 
A.  Rather than leaving us waffling, the writer of Hebrews explains 

how we can move forward in our faith. 
1.  Back in Genesis 12:1-3, God promised to bless all the 

families of the earth through Abraham. 
2.  Through that promise, The Heavenly Father eventually 

brought His Son, Jesus Christ to earth as our Savior. 
B.  God is our source of strength and hope. 

1.  His purposes are unshakable & His promises are unbreakable. 
2.  We may be waiting longer than we want to, but we are still 

on the same plan God launched to save the world thousands 
of years ago. Who are you and I to question God’s timing if 
He gets the job done? Could you do any better? 

 

Conclusion 

• Coming full circle: you can put your faith into practice because 
God is faithful. 
o The Christian life wasn’t meant to be lived in isolation; it’s 

meant to be lived in connection with God. 
o When you take your eyes off God and His faithfulness it's easier 

to tune Him out. 
• I have a very humbling confession to make right now – I have no 

ability to grab your spiritual attention right now. 
o But God’s Word can pierce the soul when it is proclaimed. 
o The Spirit of God can bring conviction. 
o The example of faithful believers can provide a powerful witness 

to the truth. 
• To those who made a profession of faith at an early age and who 

have had very little to do with the Lord since then – trust Him to save 
all of you, not just a portion. 

• To those who have grown in their faith and maybe even become leaders 
in the church, but who got burned out, kicked out, or hurt – trust Him to 
heal your hurt. 

• To those who’ve heard the claims of Christ, but never responded – trust 
Him before it’s too late. 

• Make Jesus Christ your hope and the anchor for your soul.  


