
The Perfect Priest 
Jesus is Greater (Hebrews 4:14-5:10) 

Introduction 

• Perfection is hard to find, especially in a church. You know the old 
saying, “If you ever find a perfect church, don’t join it or you’ll spoil it. 

• Northside isn’t a perfect church, but we have a perfect Savior, Jesus 
Christ who is greater than everything. 
o That’s the theme of the NT book of Hebrews. 
o I would you to join me in Hebrews 4:14 as we focus on Jesus & 

His service as the greatest high priest ever. (Read focal passage) 
• Priests are 1 of 3 familiar roles on the OT. 

o Kings, especially the ones in ancient Israel, were given the task 
of ruling God’s people according to His wishes. 

o Prophets were supposed to speak for God & serve as His spokesman.  
o Priests were responsible for offering sacrifices and representing 

the people before God. 
• The high priest held a special place of leadership in Israel. 

o The high priest was distinguished from his fellow priests by the 
clothes he wore, the duties he performed, and the requirements 
placed on him as the spiritual head of God’s people. 

o The office of high priest was usually passed down from father to son. 
o The most important responsibility happened on the Day of 

Atonement, when the high priest entered the Holy of Holies, by 
himself, to pay for or compensate for Israel’s sins. 

• In Hebrews 4 and 5, we read that Jesus served as a high priest 
o Not only did He serve as a high priest, Jesus perfected the 

priesthood so that he could become our source of salvation. 
o As NT believers, we should want to know how JC perfected the 

priesthood & what it means for us – that’s my goal for today’s message. 
 

Body 

I.  Jesus Secured a Unique Nature (4:14-16). 
A.  When we lived in northern KY, we had a family in our church from 

Canada. Like other families with international ties, they were dual 
citizens of both countries. Jesus is a dual citizen of heaven & earth.  

B.  He “passed through the heavens,” meaning He is divine. 
C.  He sympathizes with weakness,” meaning He is human. 

1.  Theologians have been debating the peccability or 
impeccability of Jesus for generations. That’s not the main 
point of this passage so I’ll address the issue on Tuesday on 
my blog. The main point is that He did not sin! 

D.  His unique nature presents 2 applications that we’ll come back to 
at the conclusion of this message. 

II.  Jesus Satisfied All the Requirements (5:1-10). 
A.  This weekend the 2020 and 2021 classes are being elected into the 

NFL Hall of Fame in Canton, OH. One of those inductees spent his 
most productive years playing quarterback for the Colts, Payton 
Manning. Manning did more than call plays and pass the football – 
He did it on the highest level for almost 2 decades. He had the 
physical and phycological makeup to master the fundamentals and 
even changed the way the position of quarterback was played. 

B.  Like all other priests, Jesus was chosen from among mankind. 
1.  This allowed him to offer gifts and sacrifices on behalf of 

those he would represent. 
a.  The priests in the OT would sacrifice bulls & goats (v. 3, 5) 
b.  Jesus sacrificed Himself on the cross (v. 7) 

2.  This also allowed him to be gentle and sympathetic towards 
those he would represent. 
a.  "Gentle" means to moderate your passions or keep your 

emotions in check. Like when you deal with a child who 
keeps making the same mistake over and over again. 

b.  Jesus did not share our sin nature, but he was able to 
sympathize with what it’s like to be tempted & to suffer. 

C.  Like all other priests, Jesus was appointed by God. 
1.  The high priest in Israel with Aaron, Moses’ brother.  

a.  The plan was for it to be passed on from father to son.  
b.  Even though there were some hiccups, God decided who 

would serve as the high priest throughout the OT.  
2.  The Son was chosen by the Heavenly Father to serve as the 

ultimate high priest in another more ancient line of priests, 
according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 

Conclusion 

• In an effort to prove that Jesus Christ is greater than anything or anyone, the 
writer of Hebrews demonstrated the perfection of Christ’s priesthood. 
This allows Jesus to be the source of our eternal salvation. 

• What does this mean for you today? 
o You cannot represent yourself before God. 

§ The religious practices of ancient Israel are foreign & outdated to us, 
but they were based on God and His Word & God does not change. 

§ There were horrible consequences for approaching God in 
the wrong way because God is perfect, holy, and righteous. 

§ Even though you have the right to represent yourself in some 
court proceedings in this country doesn’t mean it’s a good 
idea and God doesn’t offer the same opportunities. 



§ If you respond to the question of heaven with a sentence beginning 
with the pronoun “I” you are trying to represent yourself before God. 

§ There’s no amount of religious works or good deeds that can 
make up for your sin debt to God. You can’t make things right 
with God on your own – that’s why Jesus stepped in to help. 

o You don’t need a member of the clergy to represent you. 
§ There are certain religious traditions that treat grace like game 

tokens or poker chips to be cashed in at the end of the night. These 
same traditions view their ministers as representatives of God's 
people. But this takes away from the perfect priesthood of Christ! 

§ Verse 16 includes an invitation to draw near to God's throne 
of grace without anyone's assistance but Christ's. 

§ That’s one of the reasons why as Baptists, we’ve affirmed 
the priesthood of every believer. 

§ 1 Peter 2:9 says you are, “A chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 

o There’s no way to find lasting satisfaction apart from Jesus Christ. 
§ So many of the pastimes and passions that people pursue today 

are a thinly veiled attempt to find ultimate security & meaning. 
• Romantic relationships & deep friendships always disappoint. 
• Money and power are never enough. 
• Entertainment & pleasure always leaving you wanting more. 

§ Jesus provides for our biggest need (forgiveness) and our 
biggest desire (purpose and meaning). 

§ If your plans for this next week or this next year don't include 
appreciation for Jesus Christ and his death, burial, and resurrection 
on your behalf, you're going to be really disappointed.  
• Maybe not next week or even next year, but eventually you’re 

going to think back to this day & realize you’ve missed out on 
the only true source of salvation & satisfaction. 

• Your “soul mate” will not complete you. 
• Your next raise will not be enough. 
• Your next adventure will end too quickly. 

§ Instead of waiting, and maybe missing out for eternity, why 
don’t you make God and his plan for your life the center of 
your plans for this next week? 

• Jesus was perfect so that you don’t have to be.  
o He understands what you are going through and loves you. 
o He wants to turn the sinful, broken pieces of your life into 

something beautiful. 


