
Finish Strong 
Jesus is Greater (Hebrews 10:26-39) 

Introduction 

• It’s happened more than once. We signed one of our kids up for a sport; we 
bought the equipment; we paid the fees; we take them to practice; things get 
difficult & they want to quit. I’m not being mean; I’m just being real. 
o Are there any parents out there that can identify?  
o Our family policy has become if you start a sport or an activity 

you will finish it. If you don't want to finish it, then don't start it. 
• Parents and grandparents want their kids to finish strong. 

o They want them to finish their education, build their 
relationships, and excel in their future jobs. 

o They especially want them to stay strong in their walk with the Lord. 
§ Did you know that 2 out of 3 born-again believers in America 

made their decision to trust Christ before the age of 18? 
§ That is one of the reasons why I emphasized youth and 

children’s ministry in my vision presentation last week.  
• But how can we help the next generation make it over the long haul? 
• How can we prepare ourselves to make it over the long haul? 
• That is the theme of Hebrews chapter 10, beginning in verse 26. 

o Verses 26-31 contain one of the strongest warnings in the whole book.  
o Verse 32-39 contain an equally strong encouragement to finish strong. 

• Read verse 36 with me to lock in on the heart of the passage: “For 
you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of 
God, you may receive what was promised.” (Heb. 10:36) 
o So, It is God’s will for you to finish strong in your faith. 
o Not to start out strong and then give up somewhere along the way. 
o The Bible teaches that a genuine believer can never lose his or her salvation. 

§ “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in CJ our Lord.” (Rom. 8:38-39). 

§ “…I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; 
and no one will snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:28). 

• Today’s passage presents two ways for you to finish strong in your faith. 
o God is the one who preserves and enables us in our Christian walk. 
o But God calls us to persist and continue in our faith. 

• I hope this message helps you “catch a second wind” in your faith. 
 

Body 

I.  Distance yourself from deliberate sin (v. 26-31). 
A.  This is addressed to believers who have “received the knowledge 

of the truth” but continue in a sinful lifestyle (v.26-27). 

1.  We are all born with an inclination to sin, but Christ’s sacrifice 
allows us to live differently – not perfect but forgiven. 

2.  Choosing to sin without an attitude of repentance flies in the 
face of our only solution. 

3.  It also creates distance between you and God. 
a.  Being a Christian should mean having a close and 

confident relationship with God. (10:19ff) 
b.  Deliberate sin brings guilt, shame, & fear of judgment. 
c.  This isn’t the loss of salvation, but the discipline of 

righteous Judge & a loving Heavenly Father. 
B.  The inconsistency of deliberate sin is described in v. 29. 

1.  It’s like disrespecting & trampling on the precious blood that 
Christ shed on our behalf – the very blood that saved you! 

2.  It's like saying "buzz off," to the HS that delivers God's grace. 
C.  To use an analogy, you can’t outrun sin completely in your 

Christian journey, but with God's help, you should try to create as 
much distance as you can. The alternative is walking closely with 
sin and temptation, like a strange and vicious dog. Once you 
acknowledge the danger you are ready to establish that distance. 
1.  Call it what it is and repent from it. 
2.  Receive God’s power to overcome it. 
3.  Change the habits that facilitate it. 
4.  Invite others to hold you accountable for it. 

 

§ You may have to change your attitude towards sin to finish strong, 
but you may also have to change your theology. 

 

II.  Expand your theology to include suffering (v. 32-39) 
A.  The writer of Hebrews reminds the readers of a time when they 

suffered for the name of Jesus with joy. 
1.  Once again, they were believers who has “seen the light.” 
2.  They were publicly shamed and mistreated. 
3.  They associated themselves w/ the persecuted & imprisoned. 
4.  They experienced the seizure of their personal property. 

B.  The problem is that some of us don’t have a category for this kind of suffering. 
1.  We came to accept Jesus in a supportive environment. 
2.  We’ve lived a relatively easy life. 
3.  We are grateful for our many blessings. 

C.  The surprise is that God's will sometimes includes suffering. 
1.  In 2 Tim. 3:12, he states that everyone who wants to live a 

godly life will be persecuted. 
2.  In James 1:2, James explains that trials help to complete us 

and bring us to spiritual maturity. 



D.  Another example from our family may be helpful. When my kids were 
younger, we played more board games, including a game called Chutes 
and Ladders. Each player starts out on number 1 and the first player to 
reach the number 100 wins. Included in the game is the rule that if you 
land on space with a ladder you get to move ahead, but if you land on a 
space with a chute you have to slide down. My kids were always 
excited when they got to move ahead, but they were always 
disappointed and surprised when they had to slide down. Sometimes in 
life, we have to slide down into suffering, but God is great then the 
game of life and He will always bring us out ahead in the end. 

E.  Verse 36 talks about endurance, so how can we endure suffering? 
1.  Remember that Jesus suffered for you. 
2.  Remember that suffering has a purpose. 
3.  Remember that others are suffering too. 
4.  Remember that Jesus is coming back soon. 

 

Conclusion 

• It is God’s will for you to finish strong in your faith and you can by:   
o Distancing yourself from deliberate sin 
o Expanding your theology to include suffering 

• I want to close by telling you about a unique club in Washington D.C. 
called The Quitters Club. Back in 2015 seven people gathered for a new 
kind of support group called The Quitters Club. One attendee was ready 
to cast aside her long-held ambition to become an actress. The same for 
a would-be writer. Another was ready to quit Washington D.C. 
altogether. The hodgepodge group of strangers was drawn together by 
an invite that read: "Most of us have something special we'd like to do 
with our lives. At the Quitters Club, we can help each other stomp out 
the brush fires set in our hearts, and get on with our lives."  
o The founder, Justin Cannon, was a serial quitter himself, was 

tortured by the dueling forces of grand ambition and intense self-
doubt. Eventually, he took action by posting a notice on a 
familiar social media platform and people started signing up. 

o But a surprising thing happened at their 1st meeting - they end up 
encouraging each other to persevere. The actress, they decide, should 
give it a hard push for a year before tossing out her ambitions. The 
unhappy Washingtonian should look for a new job before giving up on 
the city. The writer whose day job is getting in the way of her artistic 
pursuits should carve out time each day for her passion. 

• There’s just something about being together with like-minded people that 
help you finish strong. I'm not saying that we should change our name to 
The Quitters Club or anything crazy like that. I'm just saying that we can 
reach the next generation and make it over the long haul together. 


