
Living by Faith 
Jesus is Greater, Hebrews 11:1-40 

Introduction 

• Seminary is a fascinating place.  
o I loved my time studying and preparing at seminary. In fact, I loved it so 

much I went back and finished a second degree! 
o I enjoyed learning about theology from every possible angle and I 

relished the chance to learn about all kinds of approaches to ministry. 
o One of the things that I appreciated most was the faculty who were also 

serving as pastors in local churches. 
§ Dr. Tim Beougher & his wife Sharon are visiting with us this morning 

and he is one of those faculty – serving as professor of Evangelism at 
SBTS & senior pastor of West Broadway BC in Louisville. 

§ When I was a seminary student, I knew that these men didn't just share 
empty theories, but they were teaching things that had been proven 
through their own lives & ministry. They were practical & relevant. 

• In the book of Hebrews, we have been encouraged repeatedly to persevere, 
endure, and to have faith, especially in chapter 10. But… 
o What does that mean? 
o What does that look like in action? 
o How is that fleshed out for modern-day followers of Jesus Christ? 

• Hebrews chapter 11 provides all three: a definition of faith, numerous 
examples of faith in action, and lessons to be applied to our daily lives. 

• As we pursue of church’s mission of inspiring people to become fully devoted 
follower of Jesus, I want you to know how important faith is to that journey. 
o Faith is a way of life for followers of Jesus Christ. 
o We want to help you find faith in Christ and grow in that faith in the 

years to come. 
 

Body 

I.  A Definition of Faith in Action (v. 1-2). 
A.  Faith is taking God as his word and directing your life accordingly. 

1.  Faith is described here as rock-solid confidence in God. 
a.  It’s a hope in better things to come. 
b.  In concrete terms, faith is like title deed which gives you 

rights to specific piece of property at some point in future. 
2.  Faith is also described as a lively conviction that leads to action. 

B.  It was faith in the promises of God that allowed the "heroes" of the 
Bible to live acceptable lives before a living God. 
1.  The people listed in this chapter aren’t exceptional for their 

faith, they are examples of faith.  
2.  They prove that all kinds of people can take God as his word 

and direct their lives accordingly. 
3.  Faith is not the exception, but a way of life. 

II.  Examples of Faith in Action (v. 4-12, 17-38). 
A.  By faith, Abel (v. 4) 

1.  Offered a better sacrifice 
2.  God accepted his offering 

B.  By faith, Enoch (v. 5) 
1.  Walked with God 
2.  He did not taste death 

C.  By faith, Noah (v. 7) 
1.  Built at ark 
2.  He saved his family from the great flood 

D.  By faith, Abraham and Sarah (v. 8-16) 
1.  Left his father’s house and lived as an outsider in a foreign land 
2.  Had a baby in her old age 
3.  Their family grew beyond number 
4.  Offered his son Isaac as an offering 

E.  By faith, Isaac blessed Jacob over Esau 
F.  By faith, Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons 
G.  By faith, Joseph made plans for the exodus 
H.  By faith, Moses (v. 23-29) 

1.  Refused to be numbered with Pharaoh’s family 
2.  Kept the Passover 

I.  By faith, the Israelites crossed the Red Sea 
J.  By faith, the Israelites brought down the walls of Jericho 
K.  By faith, Rahab helped the Israelite spies 
L.  The Judges and the Prophets 

1.  By faith, Gideon defeated the Midianites. 
2.  By faith, Barak defeated the Canaanites. 
3.  By faith, Samson defeated the Philistines. 
4.  By faith, Jephthah defeated the Ammonites. 
5.  By faith, David defeated Goliath. 
6.  By faith, Samuel laid the foundation for a dynasty. 

M.  The anonymous martyrs (v. 32-38) 
 

III.  Lessons about Living by Faith (v. 39-40). 
A.  Faith is focused on God and his promises. 

1.  The strength of your faith comes from its object, not your sincerity.  
2.  God has promised that he has something better for those who trust him. 

B.  Faith leads to confident action. 
1.  In every case, the men & women listed expressed their faith 

through confident action. 
2.  The situations & outcomes were all different, but faith was the same. 

C.  God rewards the faith of his people. 
1.  Some rewards come in this life and others come in the next life 
2.  Some rewards are spiritual and others are physical. 



Conclusion 

• Faith is a way of life for followers of Jesus Christ. 
o We know what faith is about in simple terms: taking God as his 

word and directing your life accordingly. 
o We know that we are not alone – that many others have walked 

before us trusting in God and his promises. 
o We know that living by faith is the key to having a relationship with God.  

• So, what’s your next step of faith? 
o Do you need to trust Jesus with your life and even your death? 
o Do you need to trust your reputation to Jesus by going public with 

your faith through baptism? 
o Do you need to step out on faith in a particular situation? 
o Do you need to stay and be faithful? 

• I have had several turning points in my own journey of faith. One of the 
first happened right after I graduated from high school. I had already 
accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior and I was 
overwhelmed with all of the real-world decisions that come on you at 
that point: School? Career? Relationships? Lifestyle? Some of my peers 
really struggled during that time because their direction and decisions 
felt totally arbitrary and up to them. I am so thankful I had faith in the 
promises of God because I knew my life had purpose and meaning. I 
wasn't left to figure out things on my own, but I Savior who loved me 
and was walking with me. 

• Don’t miss your next step of faith! 


